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PRESERVING OUR WETLANDS

This small but vital part of our environment provides tremendous benefits
Wetland distribution®

est Virginia's wetlinds are unique
wransitional areas between land
and water gcosystemns. Despite

their relatwaly small ares— less than one
percent, or [O2,000 acres = wetlands
provide mary functions that benefic the
environmant, YWetlands provide erosion
control, fiood reduction, ground water
recharge. surface water quality
Iml:urnuemem_ plus fish and wildlife habitat.
n recognition of the role wetlands play,
and 1o preserve remaining wetlands for
future generations, wotlands are protected

survival. Birds, marmmalg, amphibiang, repriles,
fish and other aguatic life spawn, mest, breed,
rest and raise their young in wetlands. Plarits

can be placed in three categeries shown
below: emergent, scrub'shrub, and foresced.
The state’s largest wetland area,
comprising abour ¥ percent of the strte
total, is locaved at Caraan Valley in Tucker
County. This 6,700-acre camples of
scrubishrub and bog wetlands contains
many species of fora unique o tis part of
the eastern L5,

that require saturaced soil conditions find
wistlands 3 suitable envireament o
germinate, grow and flower.
Wetlands serve areas well beyond
their boundaries. For example, local
wietlands act a5 sponges to absork
heavy rainfalls, thus preventing
flooding downstrearn. Wetlands

by smare and federal ws,

Tha term “wethands” describes what are
cormmonly known as marshes, bogs, swamps,
wit meadows and shallow ponds. Wetlands
are where flora like piecher plants and
sundew grow, where game and nongame
animals make thelr homes and where
teachaers and students can learn about
physical and biclogical schences in a living
classroom,

Many plants and animal species are
entirely dependent an wetlands for their
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For more infarmation contact: N
N WYDEP-Divizion of Water Resources
{304} 558-2 107 or WYDNR-WIildlife |

Resources Section (304) 558-277 | ll FORESTED
""" Also called bottomiand
* A addcionall 365 of weslands
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Major wetland
threats include...
Diainape, daposizen of
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