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Promoting a healthy environment.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Division of Air Quality (DAQ)
is announcing an opportunity for public comment on the proposed West Virginia State
Implementation Plan Revision: Regional Haze 5-Year Periodic Report (Covering 2008-2013)
Describing Progress Towards the Reasonable Progress Goals for Visibility  in Class I Federal
Areas and Determination of Adequacy of Existing Implementation Plan (Progress Report). 

Regional haze is defined as visibility impairment that is produced by a multitude of sources and
activities which emit fine particles and their precursors, and which are located across a broad
geographic area. These emissions are transported over large regions, including national parks,
forests and wilderness areas (“Class I” federal areas). The Clean Air Act Mandates protection of
visibility, especially in Class I areas.

States were required to submit a state implementation plan (SIP) to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency that defined a specific plan for complying with the federal Regional Haze Rule
(RHR). West Virginia developed a SIP to address visibility impairment in the State’s Class I areas
– Dolly Sods Wilderness Area and Otter Creek Wilderness Area – located in the eastern mountains
of West Virginia, as well as potential impacts on nearby states’ Class I areas. West Virginia 
submitted its regional haze SIP on June 18, 2008. Five years after submittal of the initial regional
haze, states are required to evaluate the progress towards the reasonable progress goals for each
Class I area. This proposed revision to the SIP serves as West Virginia’s 5-year periodic review. 

The DEP proposes to submit a negative declaration to EPA specifying that the West Virginia
Regional Haze SIP is sufficient for meeting the requirements outlined in the RHR. The DEP also
proposes to conclude that no additional controls are necessary, based on this first West Virginia five
year progress report.

Pursuant to Clean Air Act section 169A(d), the DEP is notifying the public that the responsible
Federal Land Managers (FLMs) have been consulted. DEP is making the FLMs
conclusions/recommendations, and the DEP responses (see Appendix B), available to the public as
part of the supporting documentation. 

Upon completion of the public notice period, and after addressing any written comment, the DEP
will submit the final documentation to the U.S. EPA as a revision to the SIP. This proposed revision
is considered noncontroversial in nature. Therefore, a public hearing will be held only if requested
in writing, and the written request is received by April 22, 2013. Any person who requests a public
hearing should identify any substantive issue they intend to raise in a hearing. If properly requested,
the hearing will be held on April 30, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. at the address below and the public comment
period will be extended until the close of the hearing. A public notice announcing whether a hearing
will be held will be posted in the West Virginia State Register published on April 26, 2013.

Copies of the proposed Progress Report and supporting documentation may be viewed between 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. at the DEP Division of Air Quality, 601 57th Street, SE, Charleston, WV 25304,
beginning March 22, 2013, and may be viewed electronically on the Division of Air Quality website
under the public notice and comment section: www.dep.wv.gov/daq/.  
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Send written comments to be included in the formal record to John A. Benedict, Director, Division
of Air Quality at the above address. Please identify the document to which the comments apply, the
commenter’s name, address and telephone number. Written comments will also be accepted for
inclusion in the formal record by mail, facsimile (304-926-0479), e-mail
(Tammy.L.Mowrer@wv.gov) or other delivery to the Division of Air Quality if postmarked or
transmitted by 5:00 p.m. on April 22, 2013.
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