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What’s the Big Issue with Stormwater? 



MS4 Permit:  
Public Education and Outreach 

1. The SWMP shall include an education program aimed at residents, 
businesses, industries, elected officials, policy makers, planning staff and 
other employees of the permittee. The goal of the education program is 
to reduce or eliminate behaviors and practices that cause or contribute 
to adverse stormwater impacts. An education program may be 
developed locally or regionally. 
 

2. The SWMP shall include ongoing opportunities for public involvement 
through advisory councils, watershed associations and/or committees, 
participation in developing rate structures, stewardship programs, 
environmental activities or other similar activities. The permittee shall 
facilitate opportunities for direct action, educational, and volunteer 
programs such as riparian planting, volunteer monitoring programs, 
storm drain marking or stream cleanup programs. Each permittee shall 
comply with any applicable State and local public notice requirements 
when developing their SWMP. 



How to Outreach to your Community 

• Educational Newsletter, Flyers 

• Rain Barrel Workshops 

• Rain Gardens 

• Stream Clean-Ups 

• Project Water Education for Teachers (WET) 

• Enviroscape Model  



Rain Barrel Workshops 

• City of Charleston Partnership 

• Displayed Barrels painted by local artists 

• Hosted 4 Workshops 

• Raffled off at FestivALL 

 



Displayed Barrels Painted by Local Artists/Schools 

 





 



Held 4 Rain Barrel Workshops 

Attendees Learned: 
 1. About stormwater issues in Charleston.  
 2. The definition of a CSO. 
 3. How to safely install a rain barrel. 
 4. How to paint their rain barrel. 
 



Raffled off at FestivALL 

 



Worldwide Water Education 
Educate. Empower. Act. The mission of Project WET is to reach children, parents, 
educators and communities of the world with water education. We invite you to join us 
in educating children about the most precious resource on the planet — water. 

West Virginia Project WET workshops are free.  
 
Project WET staff will work with formal and 
nonformal educators in public and private 
schools and universities, preschool or day care 
workers, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and 4-H leaders, 
cities, local resource organizations, or individuals 
to plan and conduct a workshop when and where 
is most convenient for you.  
 
Contact Information:  
 
Kimberly Maxwell,  
Project WET Program Coordinator  
254 Industrial Dr, Oak Hill, WV 25901  
(304) 465-1911 ext 3191  
kimberly.a.maxwell@wv.gov  

http://projectwet.org/
mailto:kimberly.a.maxwell@wv.gov


Stormwater Relay Race! 



Project WET Peer Teach Activities 

• Amazing Water (pg. 219) 

• Sum of the Parts (pg. 283) 

• Reaching your Limits (pg. 371) 



How Stormwater Outreach Relates to 
MS4 Requirements 

Polluted stormwater runoff is commonly 
transported through Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer Systems (MS4s), from which it is often 
discharged untreated into local waterbodies. To 
prevent harmful pollutants from being washed 
or dumped into an MS4, operators must obtain 
a NPDES permit and develop a stormwater 
management program. 



Thanks for Participating! 

Any Questions? 



Please contact us if you have additional questions: 

Northern - Martin Christ martin.j.christ@wv.gov 304-368-3960 ext. 3736 
 

Potomac - Alana Hartman alana.c.hartman@wv.gov 304-822-7266 ext. 3623 
 

Southern - Nicki Taylor nicki.m.taylor@wv.gov 304-465-1938 ext. 3151 
 

Western - Tomi Bergstrom tomi.m.bergstrom@wv.gov 304-926-0499 ext. 1098 

Thanks For Your Time!  
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