
BENTHOS IN OUR WATERS 

 

Click the links below to view representative images of macroinvertebrates.  Note: The 
columns are arranged based upon tolerance values of low < 4, moderate 4 - 6, and high > 6. 

Order Ephemeroptera Order Ephemeroptera Order Odonata 
Ameletid minnow mayfly Armored mayfly Narrow-wing damselfly 

Brush-legged mayfly Burrowing mayfly Skimmer dragonfly 

Flatheaded mayfly Hackle-gilled mayfly Spread-wing damselfly 

Primitive minnow mayfly Square-gilled mayfly Crawling water beetle 

Prong-gilled mayfly Small minnow mayfly Predacious diving beetle 

Spiny-crawler mayfly Stout-crawler mayfly Reed beetle 

Order Plecoptera Order Trichoptera Water scavenger beetle 
Common stonefly Common netspinner Order Hemiptera 
Giant stonefly Giant-case caddisfly Backswimmer 

Green stonefly Hooded-case caddisfly Giant water bug 

Large winter stonefly Purse-case caddisfly Water boatman 

Little brown stonefly Trumpet-net caddisfly Water measurer 

Patterned stonefly Tube-net caddisfly Water scorpion 

Roach-like stonefly Order Lepidoptera Water striders 
Rolled-wing stonefly Aquatic moth Order Diptera 
Small winter stonefly Odonata Biting midge 
Order Trichoptera Broad-wing damselfly Horse fly 
Case-maker caddisfly Clubtail dragonfly Mosquito 
Finger-net caddisfly Coleoptera Moth fly 
Free-living caddisfly Long-toed beetle Muscid fly 
Goerid-case caddisfly Riffle beetle Non-biting midge 
Humpless-case caddisfly Whirligig beetle Solider fly 
Longhorn-case caddisfly Megaloptera Rat-tailed maggot 
Northern-case caddisfly Alderfly Sub-phylum Crustacea 
Saddle-case caddisfly Order Collembola Aquatic sowbug 
Snail-case caddisfly Springtail Class Gastropoda 
Uenoid-case caddisfly Order Diptera Limpet snail 
Order Odonata Black fly Orb snail 
Darner dragonfly Crane fly Pouch snail 
Spiketail dragonfly Dance fly Phylum Annelida 
Order Coleoptera Dixid midge Aquatic worm 
Water penny Class Arachnida Horsehair worm 
Order Megaloptera Water mites Leech 
Hellgrammite/Fishfly Sub-phylum Crustacea Round worm 
Order Diptera Crayfish Class Turbellaria 
Net-wing midge Freshwater shrimp Flatworms 
Watersnipe fly Sideswimmer  
Class Gastropoda Class Gastropoda Tolerance unknown  
Pebble snail Bithynid snail Freshwater jellyfish 
Class Bivalvia Rock snail Freshwater sponge 
Mussel Viviparid snail Spongilliflies 
 Class Bivalvia  

CLICK-HERE to learn more Asian clam Identification activity 

 Pea clam  
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