
Order Trichoptera 

 

 

Family Hydropsychidae  
Common netspinner  

(9-30 mm)
 

 
Top of all thoracic segments 
hardened; most abdominal 
segments have tufts of finely 
branched gills; anal prolegs 
terminate into a brush of hairs. Do 
not make cases but instead creates 
a net made of a variety of materials 
held together by fine strands of silt.  
Occur in all flowing waters on rocks, 
submerged logs and vegetation. 
 
Tolerance: Moderate 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Collector (filterer) 
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Order Trichoptera 

 

 

Family Philopotamidae  
Fingernet caddisfly 

(13-17 mm)
 

 
Labrum (structure between the 
mouthparts) is t-shaped and 
membranous; head capsule large 
usually orange in color; only first 
thoracic segment is hardened; 
abdominal gills usually absent.  
Builds a long tube-shaped net.  
Occur in flowing waters from small 
streams to rivers. 
 
Tolerance: Low 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Collector (filterer) 
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Order Trichoptera 

 

 

Family Rhyacophilidae  
Free-living caddisfly 

(12-32 mm)
 

 
First thoracic segment is hardened; 
abdominal gills variable; hardened 
plate on top of abdominal segment 
nine; distinctive anal prolegs with 
large claws; are often green in 
color.  Does not build a case or net, 
but uses silk strands to attach it to 
substrates.  Occur in flowing water 
and are more common in clear fast-
moving streams and rivers. 
 
Tolerance: Low 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Predator 
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Order Trichoptera 

 

 

Family Limnephilidae 
Northern case caddisfly 

(8-35 mm) 

 
Antennae between the eyes and the 
mouth; first two thoracic segments 
hardened; dorsal and lateral humps 
on first abdominal segment; 
hardened plate on the top of 
abdominal segment nine; abdominal 
gills variable.  Cases are built from 
a variety of materials largely 
influenced by the habitat.  Occur in 
a wide variety of aquatic habitats. 
 
Tolerance: Moderate 
Behavior: Clinger (crawler) 
Feeding: Shredder 
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Order Trichoptera 

 

 

Family Glossosomatidae 
Saddle case caddisfly 

(3-10 mm)
 

 
First thoracic segment is hardened; 
hardened plate on top of abdominal 
segment nine.  Case resembles a 
tortoise shell. Occur in cool clear 
streams and sometimes, larger 
coldwater rivers. 
 
Tolerance: Low 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Scraper 
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Order Trichoptera 

 

 

Family Leptoceridae  
Longhorn case caddisfly 

(7-15 mm)
 

 
Antennae prominent; first two 
thoracic segments hardened; hind 
legs are usually longer than the 
front legs; abdominal gills variable.  
Cases are built from a variety of 
materials and vary considerably; the 
most common is a stone/sand case 
resembling a long tube.  Occur in 
many types of aquatic habitats. 
 
Tolerance: Low 
Behavior: Clinger (crawler) 
Feeding: Collector (predator) 
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Order Trichoptera 

 

 

Family Lepidostomatidae  
Case-maker caddisfly 

(7-13 mm) 

 
Antennae located close to the eyes; 
lateral hump on abdominal segment 
one; first two thoracic segments 
hardened; gills simple or lacking; 
hardened plate on top of abdominal 
segment nine.  Case is usually four-
sided built with square pieces of 
barks and leaves.  Occur in cool 
flowing water rivers and streams 
attached to rocks, submerged logs 
and vegetation. 
 
Tolerance: Low 
Behavior: Clinger (crawler) 
Feeding: Shredder  
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Order Trichoptera 

 

 

Family Helicopsychidae 
Snail case caddisfly 

(5-8 mm)
 

 
Body is curled; all three thoracic 
segments are hardened; stout hairs 
at the end of the third thoracic 
segment; gills present on anterior 
abdominal segments.  Case 
resembles a snail shell.  Occur in 
sandy-bottom streams and rivers 
and wave swept edges of lakes. 
 
Tolerance: Moderate 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Scraper 
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