
Order Plecoptera 

 

 

Family Perlidae  
Golden/common stonefly 

(5-20 mm)
 

 
Usually large and strikingly 
patterned; finely branched gills 
present on all thoracic segments; 
wing pads diverge slightly from the 
midline.  Occur in fast areas of 
streams in rivers on rocks and 
submerged logs. 
 
Tolerance: Low 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Predator 
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Order Plecoptera 

 

 

Family Capniidae  
Small winter stonefly 

(5-20 mm)
 

 
Slender elongated body; front of 
thorax slightly wider than the 
abdomen; wing pads not divergent 
from the midline; abdominal 
segments separated by a 
membranous fold.  Occur in small 
and medium sized rivers and 
streams with gavel-cobble 
substrates and fast flows. 
 
Tolerance: Low 
Behavior: Clinger (crawler) 
Feeding: Shredder 
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Order Plecoptera 

 

 

Family Perlodidae  
Patterned stonefly 

(10-50 mm)
 

 
Strikingly patterned and colored 
similar in appearance to Perlidae; 
hind wing pads divergent; no gills 
on the thoracic segments.  Occur in 
fast flowing streams and rivers 
under rocks, submerged logs and 
leaf packs. 
 
Tolerance: Low 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Predator 
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Order Plecoptera 

 

 

Family Peltoperlidae 
Roach-like stonefly 

(5-15 mm)
 

 
Small stout body; rear divergent 
wing pads; thoracic segments are 
oval or triangular shaped and cover 
much of the upper body; some have 
fine gills on the front legs.  Occur in 
fast flowing water on roots, leaf 
packs and rocks. 
 
Tolerance: Low 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Shredder 
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Order Plecoptera 

 

 

Family Pteronarcyidae  
Giant stonefly 

(15-70 mm)
 

 
Very large and usually dark brown 
in color; finely branched gills on all 
thoracic segments plus the first two 
abdominal segments. Occur in swift 
flowing streams in rivers, mostly in 
the areas of snags and leaf packs. 
 
Tolerance: Low 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Shredder 

 

Family Pteronarcyidae  
Giant stonefly 

(15-70 mm)
 

 
Very large and usually dark brown 
in color; finely branched gills on all 
thoracic segments plus the first two 
abdominal segments. Occur in swift 
flowing streams in rivers, mostly in 
the areas of snags and leaf packs. 
 
Tolerance: Low 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Shredder 

 

 

Family Pteronarcyidae 
Giant stonefly 

(15-70 mm)
 

 
Very large and usually dark brown 
in color; finely branched gills on all 
thoracic segments plus the first two 
abdominal segments. Occur in swift 
flowing streams in rivers, mostly in 
the areas of snags and leaf packs. 
 
Tolerance: Low 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Shredder 

 

Family Pteronarcyidae  
Giant stonefly 

(15-70 mm)
 

 
Very large and usually dark brown 
in color; finely branched gills on all 
thoracic segments plus the first two 
abdominal segments. Occur in swift 
flowing streams in rivers, mostly in 
the areas of snags and leaf packs. 
 
Tolerance: Low 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Shredder 

 

 

 

 

 



Order Plecoptera 

 

 

Family Nemouridae  
Little brown stonefly 

(5-20 mm)
 

 
Very small, often hairy appearance; 
wing pads diverge greatly from the 
midline; hind legs as long as the 
abdomen; gills often present 
between the head and thorax. 
Common in small coldwater 
streams, but also occur in larger 
fast flowing rivers. 
 
Tolerance: Low 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Shredder 
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