
Class Gastropoda 

 

 

Sub-class Prosobranchia  
Operculate snails 

(2-70 mm)
 

 
Shell is whorled and bulges out to 
the side (inflated); operculum (door) 
can cover the entire opening of the 
shell and has concentric lines. 
Occur in fast and moderate flow 
areas of rivers and streams, and 
sometimes in lakes and wetlands. 
The family Bithyniidae is shown 
here. 
 
Tolerance: Moderate 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Scraper 
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Class Gastropoda 

 

 

Sub-class Pulmonata  
Non-operculate snails 

(2-70 mm)
 

 
Shell is high, spiraled, with a slight 
bulge or may be low and coiled or 
flattened; no operculum. Occur in 
fast and moderate flow areas of 
rivers and streams, and sometimes 
in lakes and wetlands.  The family 
Physidae is shown here. 
 
Tolerance: High 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Scraper 
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