
Order Diptera 

 

 

Family Chironomidae 
Non-biting midge 

(2-30 mm)
 

 
Hardened clearly visible head; long 
worm-like body; two pairs of prolegs 
with terminal hooks. Some kinds 
may be red in color.  Common in all 
types of aquatic habitats often very 
abundant in disturbed conditions. 
 
Tolerance: High 
Behavior: Burrower (clinger) 
Feeding: Collector (predator) 
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Order Diptera 

 

 

Family Simuliidae  
Black fly 

(3-15 mm)
 

 
Head hardened and rounded 
bearing a pair of labral fans (mouth 
brushes); prolegs on lower thorax; 
lower third of the abdomen is 
swollen (vase-like) and terminates 
in a ring of hooks.  Occur in rivers 
and streams with moderate to very 
fast current, often associated with 
large rocks. 
 
Tolerance: Moderate 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Collector (filterer) 
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Order Diptera 

 

 

Family Tipulidae                    
Crane fly 

(3-60 mm)
 

 
Rounded head capsule, often 
reduced and barely visible; ventral 
welts on some abdominal 
segments; abdomen terminates into 
a disc surrounded by lobes or 
tentacle-like projections of varying 
shapes.  Occur in a variety of 
habitats from lakes and wetlands to 
fast moving areas of streams and 
rivers. 
 
Tolerance: Moderate 
Behavior: Crawler (burrower) 
Feeding: Shredder (predator) 
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Order Diptera 

 

 

Family Athericidae  
Watersnipe fly 

(10-18 mm)
 

 
Body long (caterpillar-like); head 
reduced but may be visible; prolegs 
on most abdominal segments; 
abdomen ends in a fringed tail; is 
often green in color. a variety of 
aquatic habitats but more common 
in fast moving areas of streams and 
rivers.. 
 
Tolerance: Low 
Behavior: Clinger 
Feeding: Predator 
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Order Diptera 

 

 

Family Ceratopogonidae 
Biting midge/punkie 

(2-15 mm)
 

 
Variable characteristics occur in this 
family, often similar in appearance 
to Chironomidae; usually a distinct 
head is visible with small mandibles.  
Often associated with soft 
sediments of standing or slow 
moving water, but also occur in 
riffles. 
 
Tolerance: High 
Behavior: Burrower 
Feeding: Predator 
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Order Diptera 

 

 

Family Dixidae  
Dixid midge 

(3-25 mm)
 

 
Head hardened and rounded; 
prolegs terminate in hooks on 
abdominal segment one and two; 
abdomen terminates into two lobes 
fringed with hairs. Occur in slow of 
flowing waters usually associated 
with vegetation. 
 
Tolerance: Moderate 
Behavior: Swimmer (clinger) 
Feeding: Collector 
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