
Class Bivalvia 

 

 

Family Unionidae  
Mussel 

(2-250 mm) 

 
Largest of the bivalves; shell usually 
dark in color, variable in shape but 
maybe somewhat oblong; has many 
indentations and ridges on the tops 
and sides of the shell. Occur in 
rivers and streams and larger 
lakeshores. 
 
Tolerance: Low 
Behavior: Burrower 
Feeding: Collector (filterer) 
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Class Bivalvia 

 

 

Order Veneroida  
Clams 

(2-150 mm) 

 
Shell small and rounded, light 
colored; ridges spaced close 
together and are usually not raised; 
family Sphaeriidae. Shell rounded, 
brown in color usually lighter than 
mussels; raised separated ridges 
along the top and sides of the shell; 
family Corbiculidae. Both families 
occur in rivers and streams, 
wetlands and lakes, buried in oft 
sediments.  
 
Tolerance: Moderate 
Behavior: Burrowers 
Feeding: Collector (filterer)  
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