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Stream Partners Program

est Virginia Stream Partners program is
a cooperative effort of the Department
of Environmental Protection, the Division

of Forestry, the Division of Natural Resources
and the West Virginia Conservation Agency.

Purpose

To support community groups that are
dedicated to assuring that their local rivers
and streams are safe for: swimming, fishing,
recreation, public and commercial purposes
and provide habitat for plant and animal life.
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How to get started

$5000 seed grants are available each year

to applicants that are willing to organize their
community to plan and complete a watershed
improvement project. Applications are available
from the Stream Partners office.

Basin Coordinators
Five regional basin coordinators are available to:

» Help complete applications

» Advise on projects with agency and assist
with partnership building

e Get your community involved by helping
to organize and facilitate meetings
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The Partners

N SEPTEMBER of 2006 the West Virginia

Stream Partners Program awarded

twenty-one local watershed associations
grants of up to $5,000. These watershed
volunteers spent the year coordinating their
goals with those of state and federal agencies,
local government and watershed stakeholders
to implement projects that range from
educational field days to on the ground stream
restoration. Each of these organizations
although very similar is very unique. Each has
its own set of skills, abilities and obstacles.

The Stream Partners Program provides the
volunteers with a small financial resource,
technical support, and organizational skills.
This annual Yearbook will highlight the each
association’s individuality and successes.

The West Virginia Stream Partners Program
is truly a state-wide cooperative effort.
Program support is provided by staff from
each of the four partner agencies and the
grant fund is an annual legislative appropriation.

Watershed Celebration Day 2006. Morris Creek Watershed Association receives the West Virginia
Water shed Networ k's Water shed Association of the Year.
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Baker Run Conservation Society

Baker Run Conservation Society’s (BRCS) long
term goal isto maintain ahealthy and clean
watershed. The short term goal and projectsfor
their 2006 Stream Partnersgrant areto educate
andinvolvethelocal community on current
environmenta issuesand offer themthe
opportunity to participatein the protection and
restoration of their watershed.

BRCSworked with professionalsfrom
Division of Natural Resources, Conservation
Agency, Department of Agriculture’ sNatural
Resources Conservation Service and Department
of Environmental Protectionto plan aseriesof
educational field daysat Baker Park. Thegoal of
thisproject was multifaceted. Thefirst outcome
wasto educate participating studentson wildlife
habitat, tree and shrub species, riparian buffers
and nutrient management on park lands. The
student’sresearch wastranscribed onto signsfor
the park’snaturetrail. Thesignswill increasethe
watershed knowledge of the recreational users of
thefacility. Asapart of the habitat enhancement

objective, apartnership wascreated with East Hardy
Middle School wherethestudentsdesigned, built and
erected bluebird and purple martin boxesfor theste.

East Hardy Middle School studentsinstall atrail sign.

Sudents
identifytree
speciesat
oneof BRCSs
educational
field daysat
Baker Park.
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Buckhannon River Watershed Association

TheBuckhannon River Watershed Association’s

(BRWA) short term goal sareto establish access

pointsfor boatersand anglers, restore streams

impacted by acid minedrainage, addresscoliform

contamination in theriver and streams, and to

develop amanagement plan for theimpoundment

that servesasapublic water supply. Thisgrant

alowed the BRWA to erect five watershed signs,

publish their newdl etter, and establish adatabase Asapart of the Buckhannon Project Team,

with datarlogger downloading onanew computer BRWA isassisting with thefecal coliform monitoring

System. on PecksRun. Thisproject wasinitiated by the
Rivers Coalition and funded with 2319 Nonpoint
Source Program grant. Thegod istoidentify the
sourcesof thefecal coliform, to gain support of
residentsand local government, andto developa
plan to implement more effective sewage treatment
systems. This Stream Partnersgrant served asthe
state match requirement for that federal funding.
Thefollowing survey was conducted by Project
Team members.

Avolunteer and DOH staff installing a watershed sign.

Pecks Run Resident Survey Questions

1) Is your septic system working properly?

2) Have you had any repairs?

3) Has your sewer system backed up in last five years?
4) Is your residence on a home aeration unit?

5) Does your home aeration unit have a subsurface discharge?

6) Does your home aeration unit have a perpetual maintenance agreement?

7) Would you be interested in learning about alternative sewer treatment options?

Project Team member s determine the impact of acid
mine drainage on Smooth Rock Lick.

Survey Responses

Question # Yes No I don’t Know No Answer Total Answered
2 15
9 15
10 17
5 15
4 15
4 15
1 14
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Buffalo Creek Watershed Association

TheBuffalo Creek Watershed Association (BCWA)
isworking to re-establishitsBoard of Directorsand
membership. The 2006 Stream Partners grant was

the catalyst for the development of aplan to restore
the Buffalo Creek fishery.

Thebeginning of thisplanistoidentify areas
wherethe watershed association can treat acid mine
drainagewith limestonefines. Volunteers met with
Department of Environmental Protectionstaff, Lou  boundaries and to create a sense of local pride.
Schmidt and Taryn Murray along with SteveBrown,  \/olunteers are al so pursuing apartnership with
Division of Natural Resources, to collect water the Clay County Commission to establish a
samplesand put temperaturemonitorsinthecreek.  puilding in Widen that will serve asawatershed
Thefindingsof thisdatacollectionwill helpwith office.
prioritization of thetreatment Sites.

The water shed boundary signs create a sense of local pride.

TheBCWA wasalsotrained
in Save Our Streamsvolunteer monitoring
and will beusing thefundsto obtain
monitoring test kits devel oped specificaly
for watersheds affected by acid mine
drainage.

Increasing membership isanother
goal of theBCWA. Meetings are hosted
toinformthepublic of their activities
and watershed signs are placed along
roadwaysto establish the watershed

Sream Clean Up Team.

\olunteers being trained in Save Our Sreams
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Cacapon and Lost Rivers Land Trust

Throughtheyears, theTrust haslearned that
landownerswho have already protected or deeply
careabout their land do a better job of educating
their neighborsand fellow landowners about
permanent land protection than the Trust can
accomplishaone. Thisapproach hasdramatically
increased thetotal acreage protected through
conservation easements. Dueto thissuccess, we
decided to giveour landownersamore public
avenueto talk about their lovefor theland.

This Stream Partners grant gavethe Trust the
meansto hire Jamie Ross, an ord historianto
capturethe emotional connection, loveand
attachment passed from one generation to the next
for theland, riversand streamsin the Cacapon and
Lost River watershed. Thefirst part of the project

wasto preservethose emotional feelingsfor the
land through audio tapesthat will bearchivedinthe
Divison of Cultural History andintheLibrary of
Congress, aired on public radio, and published as
essaysand in photographsin Cacapon Voices, a
book that will be availablethroughout the
watershed.

The cover of “ Cacapon \oices’ .




Coal River Group

The Cod River Group’s(CRG) effortsand planning
for 2006 were designed to addresswater and
watershed environmental issues. They continued
with their tri-county effort to incorporate educational
effortsin the schoolsand supplied themiddle schools
with monitoring equipment and information to
implement aprogram to teach students about e-coli
issues.

CRG continued its successful outreach campaigns
through the Tour De Coal float trip, the Coal River
Photo Contest, and the creation of ahistorical
database of picturesof lifeonthe Coa River. A
national publisher hastaken these photosand
developed acoffeetable book of the Coal River
Watershed.

Boaters prepare for Tour De Coal take off.

The CRG volunteerstackled adifficult project
with the Barnette Conservation Preserve. The
opportunity to create anature preserve on the Coal
River at Lower Fallswasmade possiblethrougha
donation of 30 acresof land by the Hank Barnette
Family. A partnership wasformed with the
Conservancy and the Division of Natural Resources
(DNR) that provided the CRG with limitsof liability
aswell asliability insurance. CRGinaongwith
DNR have established apermanent nature preserve
ontheland that protects and preservesthe Lower
Fallsview shed forever.

Barnette Conservation Preserve dedication and property map.
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Friends of Deckers Creek

Friends of Deckers Creek’s (FODC) 2006 grant
enabled themto continue with their work to
facilitate the Restoration Team meetingsand
implement the projectsoutlined intheir Watershed
Based Plan. Thefundshelp support the Executive
Director who wrote grantsfor project funding,
facilitated meetings, and organized their annual
outreach festival called Carp Fest. The Carp Fest

isafun educational day where residents of The Stream Partners grant was & so used asthe

match requirement for the Office of SurfaceMining
VISTA whofocused their effortson environmental
education and staffing thewater quality monitoring
program with summer interns. FODC wasalso
successful thisyear in receiving aFuture L eaders of
Watersheds grant that was used to create the“ All
Hands-On Deckers Creek” (AHOD) Program.
AHOD was athree-week summer education
program for studentsin grades seven through nine.

\olunteers advertise the CarpFest at the
Buckwheat Festival parade.

Overall FODC workshard at
making the community aware of
all that Deckers Creek and the
Friendsof Deckers Creek have
to offer through community
businessmeetings, newdetters,
events, and fund-raising.

Educational displayswith afuntwist are
what Carp Fest isabout.

Asyou enter the CarpFest you will be greeted by this
Snazzy carp.

Deckers Creek can comeout to have somefun,
and learn about watershed issues.

Friendsof Deckers Creek are proud of their
many fund-raising eventsincluding an annual
membership drive. Thisyear’sdriveraised $6,720
that isused to support the Executive Director.




-
Friends of the Cheat

TheFriends of Cheat (FOC) own twelve acresat
the confluence of Muddy Creek with the Chesat
River near Albright. Thissitehasasignificant
length of riverbank, awetland, and open grassand
returning to woodland. Membersmaintain apublic
put in for boaters accessing the Cheat Canyon on
thisland and each year it servesashomefor the
Cheat River Festival. Thissiteisalsothefinal stop
ontheRiver of Promiselnterpretative Trail. The
interpretive panelsat thissitewill compliment the
naturelearning. Over theyears FOC realized that
thissitewould aso beaprimelocation for handson
outdoor learning about issues such asacid mine

Sudentsdisplay their new water shed knowledge
about the Big Sandy, a subwater shed of the Cheat.

drainage, invasive species, and flood plain manage-
ment. Thereforeit becamethe goal of FOC to
devel op an outdoor classroom and naturelearning
trall aroundthissite.

The process began with theformation of the
Outdoor Classroom committee. Thiscommitteewas
charged with developing site plans, choosing adesign
for the pavilion, fund-raising, and construction. This
Stream Partnersgrant enabled FOC to hirealoca

The vision of the hands-on outdoor learning center.

contractor to do the excavation
and site preparation for the
pavilionfoundation.

FOC'sfund-raising efforts
have gathered $17,000 and
they have plansto work with
84 Lumber’sdonation of
material sfor nonprofit
program. They hopeto
complete construction of the
pavilionin2008.

Interpretive panel along
the River of Promisetrail.
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Friends of the Lower Greenbrier River

Friends of the L ower Greenbrier (FOTLGR)
volunteers conducted educational programs

and environmenta demonstrations
addressing school childrenandthe
genera public. Projectsfor the 2006 -
2007 grant year included producing a
new image and messagefor apublic
servicehillboard, extending thelease
onthebillboard; and creating anew
brochurefor usein educational
presentationsand distribution
throughout the watershed.

Thebillboardislocated inaway
S0 asnot toimpose on any view of
theriver and hasalwayscarried an
appedling imageand positive
message. Itisrenewed annually with
anew image and message, isa
constant source of comment from the
watershed community, has attracted
new membersto FOTLGR, and
keeps concernfor theriver beforethe
genera public.

FOTLGR’'S new brochure
reusesthe popular map and
carriesamessage about harmful
effectstowater quality through
inappropriate handling of products
designed for household and farm
use. Thebrochure suggeststhe
use of more biodegradable or
environmentally friendly products
and directsreaders how to select,
use and dispose of such products
inamanner that better protects
the quality of the Lower
Greenbrier and itstributaries.

Billboard image with the message" Preserve
Protect Restore” Friends of the Lower
Greenbrier River” www.lowergreenbrier.org
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Friends of the Second Creek

Friends of the Second Creek’s (FOSC) long
term goalsareto document the watershed
history, and to preservethe stream from pollution
and extremeateration. Early inthehistory of
the group thethoughtswereto smply clean up
flood debrisand search for ameans of

preventing flood damageto private property. mile south of Route 219 along Second Creek at the

first bridge south on Route 219-1.

Asagroup, the FOSC have cometo regdlize
that their flood control thoughtswere basicaly
short term solutions and that many of theflooding
problemswerearesult of flood plain violations
and stream bank problemsrelativeto debrisand
areasof inhibited flow. The FOSC have
educated themselves and otherson the
importance of the stream’sflood plain, the natural
flow of the stream, and natural stream
restoration. The 2006 grant was used for natural
stream restoration project #2 |ocated ahalf of a

The contractors hard at work on the site.

Friends of Second Creek’s natural stream restoration project.
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Horseshoe Run Watershed Association

Horseshoe Run Watershed Association’s (HRWA)
short term goal isto beginto addressthe
stakeholders' concernsabout flooding. They have
created partnershipsto completea stream
evauation, and created a program to educate the
community on theimportance of protecting the
stream asa resourcefor current residents but also
for future generations.

Thekey isfor residentsto understand that the
long- term sol ution to the flooding and sedimentation
problemsisamulti-phased natural stream channel
design project. The Stream Partners grant was used
to createadigital historic photographic record of the
phases of the stream restoration project and akiosk
that hasinterchangeabl e pictures of the project and
alist of al theagenciesinvolved. HRWA also
planted a4,601 foot riparian buffer along the
stream reach of Phasell.

The Kiosk explaining what Natural Stream Channel Designis
and what the benefits areto the stream.

Thisbuffer will protect the extremely degraded
stream bank whilereducing sediment and providing
stability tothe project.

Thetree planting crew getting theinstructionsfor planting trees
along the newly designed stream bank.

One of many Natural Sream Channel Design projects
described on the kiosk
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Indian Creek Watershed Association

Monroe County hasbeen “discovered” and the
Indian Creek Watershed Association (ICWA) feds
that timeisof the essenceto protect the county’s
water. To begintheir protection effortsthe | CWA
used aportion of their 2006 Stream Partnersgrant to
hireinternsto monitor water quality, assembleand ICWA'spartnershipswith residents, local businesses
present the data, and to survey residentstolearn andtheTown of Union.
about loca water quality issues. Thecompleted
water quaity study conducted inthe sourcewater Indian Creek Board of Directorsreceive Stream Partners grant.
protection areafor the Union Public ServiceDidtrict
will beatool for raising the public avarenessof
drinking water and wastewater issuesand for
cresting acounty septic ordinance.
Thisproject hasnot only crested awarenessand
abetter understanding of people'sconcernsand

whereddicateissuescluster, but it hasstrengthened
Indian Creek wins the 2006 West Virginia Watershed Network
Bridges on Second Creek, Monroe County, WV. Education and Outreach Award.
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Kelly’s Creek Communities Association

Kely’'sCreek CommunitiesAssociation (KCCA)is
focusing ontheir long term goal of therevitalization
and devel opment of Kelly’sCreek. Membershave
realized that these large scale projectstaketime,
and steadily work toward that goal with patience
and persistence.

They continueto support the efforts of the Mine
Scarred LandsWork Group todevelopa
redevelopment plan with the $200,000 Brownfield's
grant awarded in 2002. Thegroupiscurrently
focusing on thetreatment of acid minedrainagein
Horse Mill and Sugar Camp Branchesin partnership
with Abandoned Mine Lands and Reclamation.
They haveaso beenableto pull inalarge
landowner that hasfunded aland use management
planinthe community of Ward, an areathat KCCA
has been studying for the potential of extending
wastewater treatment.

The 2006 Stream Partners grant wasto
partially fund anatural stream channel design
project at the mouth of Kelly’s Creek. The stream
flowsaong the edge of town and erodes a225
foot section of stream bank along the Glasgow
sewagetreatment plant. Thisisavery difficult

\olunteers and resource providers celebrate KCCA's 8th
Anniversary and office renovations.

siteand at thistimethe partners have been unable
to find the matching fundsto compl etethe project.

KCCA continuesto focuson thecommunity and
watershed education. In October KCCA heldits
second annud Fall Festival whichincluded a
watershed display, artsand crafts, food and fun.
Their 2007 annual meeting was an opportunity to
thank al of their volunteersand resource providers
and to celebrate eight yearsin existencewith the
unveiling of therenovationsto thelower level of
their officethat can now accommodate volunteers
who areolder and physically challenged.

Water shed volunteers map water monitoring
sitesand potential project sites
for land use planning.
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Morris Creek Watershed Association

Morris Creek Watershed Association (MCWA)
isworking hard to restore the severely scarred land,
polluted streamsand lessthan desirable environ-
mental culturethat aretheresultsof the historic
mining operationsthat oncethrived alongMorris
Creek. Over the past five yearsthey have becomea
wel| established watershed organization that has
meade significant positive changesin the environment
andthelocal culture.

The2007 implementation of a$1.6 million acid
mine drai nage abatement project, that treated four
sites, hasrestored aguatic life to sections of the

The Morris Creek water shed office.

\olunteers on brown trout stocking day.

stream that have been dead for thirty years. This
project resulted in thefirst brown trout stocking of
Morris Creek which occurred in August 2007.

TheAssociationisthe catalyst for theMorris
Creek Stream Restoration Group whichincludes
watershed membersalong with state and federal
agencies. Thisteamisnow focusing onthe
sediment loads of Morris Creek and haswrittena
Watershed Based Plan and secured 319 Nonpoint
Source program fundsto begin a$41,000 stream
restoration project in partnership with Pardee
Resourcesand Mountain View Coal.

Acid mine drainage treatment site at Morris Creek Sream
Restoration Group’s $1.6 M mitigation project.
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North Fork Watershed Project

The North Fork Watershed Project (Project) spent
thelast year continuing to collect water quality data.
Thedatacollection wasdone by VISTAsand the
objective of the program wasto recruit new and
younger volunteersand create abaselinefor the
implementation of restoration projects.

Oneof the Project goalsisto treat the acid mine
drainage at theAlbert Highwall Reclamation Site
abovethe North Fork of the Blackwater. The
Project focused on finalizing grantsfor watershed
remediation from Department of Environmental
Protection’sNonpoint Source Program, Abandoned
Mine Lands Officeand US Office of Surface
Mining. Thesefundswill be usedto pay for
construction related costs of there-engineering of
awater treatment pond and rip-rap channel.

Outreach has always been an important aspect
of the Project’smission. Two OSM VISTASs
coordinated afund-raising auction, thewater
monitoring program, historical datagathering, and

North Fork Watershed Project Partnerstour acid mine drainage
siteto prioritize projects.

\olunteers collecting samples for the monitoring program.

watershed toursthat included North Fork history
and current water quality issues.

The*Listening Project” generated the most local
interest. Community meetingswereorganized
around alarge map of the watershed, old panoramic
photographsof thetown and river led to discussions
with seniorsabout wherethey had lived, wherethey
worked, and where various eventstook place along
theriver. Thisoutreach effort has brought the
community closer together around theissue of water
pollution.
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Opeqguon Creek Project Team

The Opequon Creek Project Team (OCPT) is

charged withimplementing the Total Maximum Daily

L oad withintheir watershed by encouraging the
implementation of agricultura, sscormwater and other
urban best management practices. They began by
identifying problemswithinthewatershed usinga
land use map, awatershed survey completed by
West VirginiaUniversity, and their own landowner
survey. Thegoal of the 2006 Stream Partners grant
wasto makeinformed and timely decisionsabout
which subwatershed of the Opequon would bethe
best placeto begin using limited funds availablefor
nonpoint source pollution reduction projects.

OCPT hired Canaan Valley Institute to conduct
subwatershed prioritization exercisesduring monthly
mestings, which resultedin the prioritization of Mill

Opequon Creek water shed
volunteers planting a riparian
buffer zone along the creek.

Canaan Valley Institute
helpswith subwatershed
prioritization exercise.

Creek subwatershed for future projectsand
attention. They conducted regular monthly sampling
above and below two locations along Opequon
Creek to have them analyzed by alab for fecal
coliform. Thisexercise concluded that fecal
coliform levelsare extremely variable, presumably
dueto the amount of rainfall and runoff recently
experienced at the sites. Theplanistoidentify an
areato begin working on acommunity plan for
sewage treatment.

OCPT carried out a creek-side buffer planting
on Opeguon Creek. The planting was atwo day
proj ect during which volunteers planted a 60 foot
wide buffer of 140 trees and shrubsto filter
runoff and create wildlife habitat.
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Piney Creek Watershed Association

Piney Creek Watershed A ssociation (PCWA)
isactively working to sustain interest inits
purposeand mission. They believethey have

An opportunity presented
itself for PCWA to cosponsor
ahousehold hazardouswaste
collectioneventin Beckley.
The event wasatremendous
successwith 440 carscoming
through. Materialscollected
included a30yardroll off
container of paint, over 1300
gdlonsof used motor oil, and
six palletsof automotive
batteries.

Piney Creek

already had animpact on the water resources
of Piney Creek through public awvareness
events, presscoverage, stormdrain marking
and stream clean up programs. The 2006
Stream Partners grant hel ped support a
variety of those activities.

Hazardous waste collection day.

PCWA and The City of Beckley Stormwater Program
sponsored an Environmental Protection Agency webcast
on construction stormwater. John Thackston attended
and provided introductory remarksabout PCWA interest

Stormdrain ntﬁrlg install dearound the city by in construction stormwater and controlling sediment and
e PCWAVolunteers erosion of land.
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Plateau Action Network

resources called “ Balancing Nature and Commerce
in Gateway Communities’, sponsored by the
Conservation Fund. Theconferenceresultedina
commitment toimple-menting aunified visonfor
county-wide planning based on preserving and
enhancing our natural resources.

PAN wasvery excited about their successful
outreach effortswhichincluded: Earth Day at
Fayettevillewheremembersmadetie-dyet-shirtswith
acidminewater at the PAN display; PAN’s10th
anniversary membership party wherevolunteersraised
$3,600; apublic meeting to organi zethe outdoor
PAN vol untegr tal kgto kids on.Earth Day gbout acid mine recreation Community for protecti oneffortsa ong the
drainagewhile making AMD tie-dyed t-shirts. Meadow River dueto concernsof apotential agob

Plateau Action Network (PAN) pileregeneration plant;

has been working toward treating andthe*People

acid minedrainagein Wolf Creek Powered” themefor

since 2001 when aMemorandum theNew River Gorge

of Understanding was crafted and Heritage Fedtival

signed by PAN and 16 state and Parade where

federal stakeholdersto ensurea volunteerscarriedthe

restoration effort to return Wolf missionof PAN by

Creek to atrout stream. During bicycle. PAN was

this Stream Partnersgrant period ingrumental in

PAN was ableto writegrantsand encouragingthe

secure $150,000 for the Fayettevillegovernment

implementation of the $164,000 tobringinWest

AMD restoration project Phase| VirginigdsCommunity

at the Summerleegob pilesite. DesgnTeamtobuilda
basdinefor updating

PAN’sVISTA generated over Fayetteville's

$11,000 fromlocal agenciesand comprehensveplan

organizationsto support the that will takeinto

creation of an eight person team of PAN edqcational video onacid mine drai.nage and account water quality,

Fayette County community leaders restoration efforts shot at a coal refuse pile. stream preservation and

toattend afour day training about smart economic ~ conservationthrough wastewater and stormweter
development inrelation to the value of our natural plamning.
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Rockymarsh Run Network

The Rockymarsh Run Network (RRN) isanewly
formed watershed-focused network of locdl citizens,
property ownersand supporting resource partners.
Actionsof theRRN primarily addresstheimpact of
changing land use and increased devel opment on the
health of our local stream.

RRN launched their educational watershed the opportunity for thislargegrant through
calendarsoutreach campaign at apublic devel opment of outreach materialsand baseline
presentation and then proceeded to distribute 750 information.
watershed calendarsto the community. Each

calendar contained monthly watershed factsand  Rockymarsh Run receives the EPA Targeted Watershed grant to install
activity remindersfor watershed protection. BMPsin the water shed and create a pilot project for pollution trading.

Volunteers have worked with Trout Unlimited
toidentify potential brook trout restoration
projects. Several local land ownershavealowed
RRN toinstall temperature sensorsintheir stream
reaches. In addition to thefish monitoring another
aspect of thewatershed planning included a
training session for USEPA staff onwetland
delineation and wetland plant identificationina
karst meadow wetland within Rockymarsh Run.

TheNational Fishand Wildlife Fund awarded
aTargeted Watershed Grant to The Conservation
Fundandthe
Rockymarsh Run
Network partnership
for restoration of
Rockymarsh Run
watershed. Thegrant
award was $400,000
and will be matched by
anadditiona $262,000
inmatchingandin-kind
contributions. Theearly
support of the Stream
Partnersprogramin
2005 and 2006 created

Educational watershed
calendar with monthly
water shed factsand
activity remindersfor
water shed protection.




I
Sleepy Creek Watershed Association

Sleepy Creek wasidentified asoneof thetop two
priority watershedsinthe Potomac Basinthroughthe
Chesgpeake Bay Program. Along with the Opeguon
Creek, Seepy Creek hasbeenidentified asbeinga
priority for identification andimplementation of best
management practicesto reducetheflow of nutrients
and sediment tothe Bay.

The Seepy Creek Watershed Association (SCWA) volunteersare
focused onwriting awatershed based plan toidentify opportunitiesfor
sreamregtorationwork.

Their outreach focusfor this Stream Partnersgrant hasbeen
riparian buffersand stormwater management. Members researched
the subject of riparian buffersand wroteafour-fold instructional

Turtles and other wildlife are the reason for
habitat restoration.

“Natural Stream Concepts’ in partner-
shipwith CV1, researched tax records
to compilethefirst ever completelist
of landownersaong Sleepy Creek, and
worked with the Morgan County

P anning Commission on recommend-
ationsfor new sub-division ordinances
to protect against stormwater runoff
andfailing septic tanks.

\olunteers planting trees to restore streamside habitat and secure the banks.

brochureentitled “How to Protect and Carefor
Your Riparian Buffer”. Thisbrochureaongwith
acover letter wasmailed to 410 landownersin
the Sleepy Creek watershed. A second brochure
entitled” Stormwater Management onyour
Property” wascompleted and mailed in June.

SCWA hasa so successfully implemented

severd projectswithinthisgrant year. They
secured additional funding for two riparian

plantingsat sitesalong Sleepy Creek, co- VA o or andwater the riarian buffer andi
. memberswill now monitor and water the riparian buffer and in
sponsored atwo_day WOI’kShOp entitled the future measure the environmental impacts.
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Upper Guyandotte Watershed Association

The Upper Guyandotte Watershed Association
(UGWA) hasbeen very successful inimplementing
the projects being funded by the Stream Partners
Program.

Thegoa of the DevilsFork Wastewater Project
isto provide household wastewater treatment service
toall 68 homesinthe DevilsFork sub-watershed
and thereby restorethe stream. A steering scrgp metal collectionwheremorethan 50 tonsof
committee hascompleted afeasibility study, junk gppliances, cars, lavn mowers, bicycles, water
researched property ownership in anticipation hesters, and other scrap were collected during this
of aproperty donation, hosted aworkshop threeday event.
on the management and maintenance of
aternative onsite wastewater treatment
technologies, and facilitated collaboration
to develop and promote amulti county
program that provideslow interest [oansto
thehomeowner interested in participating
inthe wastewater treatment plans.

UGWA hasimplemented water quaity
monitoring programs. Theseprogramswill
providethe datanecessary to evaluatethe
efficacy of wastewater trestment projects
and add or remove streamsfromthe WV
303(d) list. Hundredsof arearesidents
turned out for thethird annua applianceand

UGWA members collect water quality data. Friends of the Earth Streamwalk students study
stream ecol ogy.

UGWA'snew VISTA servesasthe
Education and Outreach Coordinator.
Outreach effortsin 2006 include:
participationintheMullensDogwood
Festiva, recruitment of 46 new
members, partnering with schoolsand
local youth programsto conduct stream
walks, hikesand ecology classes,
distribution of newdettersand press
releases, devel opment of ahigh school
environmenta club and acounty wide
recycling program, and printing river
conservationtotebags for new member
recruitment.
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Wastewater Coalition of McDowell County

TheWastewater Treatment Coalition of McDowell
County istasked with theimplementation of acounty-
widewastewater treatment solution. The 2006
Stream Partnersgrant hasallowed them to
successfully completethe projected fecal coliform
testing of 13 sitesalong McDowell County streams

to recommend streamsfor impaired status and
to write aWatershed Based Plan (WBP), and
to createabaselinefor the prioritized areas by
which theimpact of implemented wastewater
projectswill bemeasured. The WBPwill be
used to apply for federa funding for installation.
A portion of thisgrant isdedicated to thefirst
septic system ingtallation project.

The Codlition has scheduled public meetings
and planned youth activities, including securinga
Future L eaders of Watersheds Grant from the

Municipality staff workswith DEP to under stand water quality issues.

to provide aclear understanding of the degree of
contamination. Thisstudy leadsthe Coalitionto
conclusionsof either non existent or failing
wastewater treatment systems. Themonitoring
project included training local municipality staff.
The purposeof thismonitoringistoadinthe
prioritization of trestment systeminstallations,
providethe Coalition with the needed information

Thewater quality training classtakesto thefield
to learn to use the equi pment.

Commissionfor National and Community Serviceto
host asummer watershed program. Thissummer
program wasthekick off for acommunity wide
education effort for 2008.

Coalition members present
the watstewater treatment plan.
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Contact Information

Baker Run Conservation Society
Arthur Halterman

176 Timber Mountain Road

Baker, WV 26801
ahalterman@access.k12.wv.us

Buckhannon River Watershed Association
G. Paul Richter

112 Fayette Street

Buckhannon, WV 26201
richter_p@wvwec.edu

Buffalo Creek Watershed Association
Carl Rogers

321 Naples Lane

Clay, WV 25043

Cacapon and Lost Rivers Land Trust
Nancy Ailes

Rural Route 1, Box 328

High View, WV 26808
nailes@frontiernet.net

Coal River Watershed Group
William R. Currey

Post Office Box 363

Saint Albans, WV 25177
currey@curreyrealty.com

Friends of the Cheat
Keith Pitzer

119 South Price Street

Suite 206

Kingwood, WV 26537

kpitzer@cheat.org

Friends of Deckers Creek

Evan Hansen

Post Office Box 877

Dellslow, WV 26531
ehansen@downstream strategies.com
www.DeckersCreek.org

Friends of the Lower Greenbrier River
Mark Blumenstein

Post Office Box 277

Alderson, WV 24910
markb@mountain.net
www.lowergreenbrier.org

Friends of the Second Creek
Larry E. Mustain

General Delivery

Second Creek, WV 24974
secondcreekwv@hotmail.com
http://secondcreekwv.tripod.com

Horseshoe Run Watershed Association
James G. Alford

Route 2, Box 172a

Parsons, WV 26287

jmalford@yahoo.com

Indian Creek Watershed Association
Judy Azulay

Post Office Box 711

Union, WV 24983
jazulay@access.k12.wv.us

Kelly’s Creek Communities Association
Ruth Ann Starks

Post Office Box 199

Cedar Grove, WV 25039
kccainc@suddenlinkmail.com

Morris Creek Watershed Association
J. Ed Grey

Post Office Box 927

Montgomery, WV 25136
Egrey@ChkEnergy.com
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Contact Information

North Fork Watershed Project
Judy Rodd

501 Elizabeth Street

Charleston, WV 25311
info@saveblackwater.org
www.northforkwatershed.org

Opequon Creek Project Team
Sandra Bernardi

1086 Avondale Road
Martinsburg, WV 25401
s.bernardi@verizon.net

Piney Creek Watershed Association
Jeremiah Johnson

Post Office Box 672

Beckley, WV 25802
jojohnson9@earthlink.net
www.pineycreekwatershed.org

Plateau Action Network
Mark Ehrnschwender

Post Office Box 482
Fayetteville, WV 25840
pan_wv@earthlink.net
www.plateauactionnetwork.org

Photo by Abby Chapple

Rockymarsh Run Network
Carolyn Thomas

4894 Scrabble Road
Shepherdstown, WV 25443
scrabblerabble@aol.com
www.rockymarshrun.org

Sleepy Creek Watershed Association
Gale M. Foulds

Post Office Box 991

Berkeley Springs, WV 25411
ggfoulds@verizon.net
www.sleepycreekwatershedassociation.org

Upper Guyandotte Watershed Association
Kelly Jo Drey-Houock

Post Office Box 196

Mullens, WV 25882

kjdrey@ugwawv.org

Wastewater Treatment Coalition
of McDowell County

Kathie Whitt

90 Howard Street

Welch, WV 24801
facesfrn@yahoo.com




