
Help For Dirt Roads 
Did you know……. 
 
• There are hundreds of  

miles of  unpaved 
roads in the Sand Fork 
Watershed. 

 
• Runoff  from roads is 

a major source of  
sediment.   

 
Benefits of  road 
stabilization……. 
 
• Less road 

maintenance. 
 
• Less wear and tear on 

your vehicle. 
 
• Better access. 
 
• Improved water 

quality. 
 
• Reduced flood 

damage. 
 

Before After 

Runoff from dirt roads is a major source of sediment in streams.  It contributes to 
flooding, increases streambank erosion and decreases water quality.  There are 
practices for new or existing roads that you can use to minimize erosion potential: 

• keep the slope as low as possible  
• gravel steep sections adjacent to streams 
• use water bars where needed  
• vegetate the road  
 
There are assistance programs available to help you improve the quality of roads 
on your property.  

 Forestry Land Enhancement Program 
   The Forestry Land Enhancement Program is a federal cost-share assistance      
program funded by the USDA Forest Service that provides financial assistance  
for the long-term sustainability of non-industrial private forestlands.  In West        
Virginia, the Division of Forestry administers the program.  You must have a 
minimum of 10 acres and no more than 1,000 acres to qualify.  This program   
requires a stewardship plan, which can also be cost-shared.  The primary focus of 
this program is permanent grass cover on critical areas.  Funding can not be used 
for annual maintenance such as grading or cutting back vegetation.  The road   
may be retired but if it is still used, the landowner must ensure that the original        
stabilization practices are maintained for 10 years. 

For more information contact:  WV Division of Forestry,  

304-558-2788  or visit  www.wvforesrty.com 

 

 

 

WHAT PROGRAMS ARE AVAILABLE FOR FIXING YOUR DIRT ROAD? 



 
Agricultural Management Assistance 

   Agricultural Management Assistance provides cost-share assistance to agricultural producers to voluntarily address    
issues such as water management, water quality, and erosion control by incorporating conservation into their farming 
operation.  This program provides financial and technical assistance in using vegetation to treat gully erosion on existing 
woodland harvest roads, trails and landings.  This practice does not apply to roads subject to daily or frequent use, or 
roads that have been used for a timber harvest in the past 12 months.  The landowner must have control of access to the 
road and be willing to limit access to ensure maintenance of vegetative cover.   

For more information contact:  Natural Resources Conservation Service, 304-284-7540  
or visit the NRCS website at www.wv.nrcs.usda.gov 

  

Active Oil and Gas Well Roads 

   Best Management Practices (BMPs) are designed to prevent sediment runoff on all active oil and gas well roads.     
BMPs are required during construction, reclamation and while the road is being used.  BMPs can include culverts, 
ditches, broad based dips, water bars, proper slope, graveled crossings and revegetation.  All revegetated access roads 
and well sites are required to be maintained throughout the life of the well.  Whenever the soil is disturbed on any well or 
well road by a well-related activity, it should be revegetated according to the Department of Environmental Protection, 
Office of Oil and Gas, Erosion and Sediment Control Field Manual.   

If you are aware of erosion problems from active oil and gas well roads, contact: 
WV Department of Environmental Protection, Office of Oil and Gas, 304-926-0450 

 

Active Logging Sites    
   To help ensure your water quality is safe before, during and after a logging operation, the West Virginia Legislature 
passed the Logging Sediment Control Act of 1992.  This law sets guidelines for logging companies to use when          
timbering.  Part of the Act states logging operations must be registered and supervised by individuals who have        
completed the WV Division of Forestry certification program.  The law also requires loggers to follow best management 
practices that prevent soil erosion or run-off that could potentially cause problems in nearby ponds, streams, rivers or 
other bodies of water.  If you or someone you know is planning on harvesting timber, please check to make sure the   
logging company you use is licensed to complete timbering operations in West Virginia.   

For more information contact:  WV Division of Forestry, 304-558-2788 or visit  
the WV Division of Forestry’s website at www.wvforestry.com 

 

 
 
 

 

 


